BOOK II.

CHAPTER I.
DECADE L                          Agui.

AGKI, thy faithful   servant I call upon thee with

many a gift,
As in the keeping of the great inciting God.

2  To Agni, to the Hotar-priest  offer your best, your

lofty speech,
To him ordainer-like who bears the light of songs.

3  0 Agni, thou who art the lord of wealth in kins,

thou Son of Strength,
Bestow on us, 0 JUtayedas, high renown!

4  Most skilled in sacrifice, bring the Gods, 0 Agni,

to the pious man:
A joyful Priest, thy splendour drives our foes afar!

5  Taught by seven mothers at his birth was he, for

glory of the wise-

He, firm and sure, hath set his mind on glorious
wealth.

The metre is Ushnih, consisting of two Padaa or divisions of eight
syllables each and one Pada of twelve syllables.
1 Rigveda L 150.1.    Ascribed to Dirghatamas.
i Rigveda III, 10. 5.   Ascribed to Vievamitra.   Bear* the light of
tongs: brightens and inspires our hymns.
3  Rigveda L 79.4.   Ascribed to Gotama or Gautama.
4  Rigveda'III. 10. 7.   Ascribed to Yisvimitra.
5  Rigveda IX. 102. 4.   Ascribed to  Trita Aptya.   Soms i* the
deity or deified object of the verse in the Rigveda, and there are
variations in the text.   The seven mothers: are said by Sayana to mean
the seven metres, or seven offerings, or kinds of sacrifice.   The seven
celestial rivers are probably intended.